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Reviews

the reduced price of 35 . You
should note that the catch
with either edition is that the
ail-important serial numbers
only work fora one-time-only
migration . However

,
additional

licences are available with a 25 per
cent discount . Laplink also offers
five- and ten-pack licences at 129
and f247

, respectively .

PUBLISHER: Laplink ^ WEBSITE www.laplink.com
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: Windows 95 / 98 / NT 4.0 / Me / 2000 / XP / Vista

,
Intel or compatible

486DX or higher ,

16MB RAM
,

20MB hard disk space

PCmover
You needn'

t be put off by long-winded Vista migration . Matthew Richards
shows you that this simple program could speed up the process nicely

T

hese days ,
so many

people are keen to buy
new PCs instead

of

trying ta upgrade their
old copies of Windows . However

,

if you' re armed with a copy of

Pcmover
,

the work involved with
re-installing ail your programs on
your new PC and copying over ail

your data files could be surprisingly
little . So don' t potentially spend
an age configuring your new OS to

work just the way you like it-read
on to find out whether PCmover

Million dollar question
So

,

the question on everyone' s lips
is

,

" Does it work? "

.

Transfer Method

Now PCmover needs ta know if you
a moving van file on a shared compi
port .

91

want ta transfer gour data over
a network

,

via
rter

,

or through a cable attached ta the parallel

How will PCmover transfer the data?

Q

Over a Network

(D Through the Parallel Port

Q Using Files
. .

.
. .

.
. . . . .

. . . . .
. .

.
. . . .

Qj0veïj , SBable

tl PCmover offers an extremely
comprehensive migration , moving ail your
programs as well as files and settingsp
could be a good migration option
for your system .

The boxed version
of PCmover

costs 43 ( once you add on the
VAT

,
which is kept under wraps

on Laplink s Web site
) and cornes

complete with a USB link cable .

If you'd rather copy ail your
programs and files across a wired

or wireless network
, you only need

to buy the download version at

f 5 PCmover

Ready To Transfer

Moving Plan
Files ta transfer:

6 ,677
Settings ta transfer: 61 ,739
Total data: 3056 megabytes

PCmover is ready ta perform the migration . The Moving Plan summarizes what will
be transferred . You should be aware that PCmover will compress the data
approximately in hall when transferring .

If you want
ta purchase a migration or you akeady have a serial number for a

migration , click Next .
If you do not wish

ta proceed with the migration ,

click Cancel
ta exil Yeu would then need ta migrate tayour new computer manually .

< Back Next > Cancel Help

A
A wide range of connection choices includes wired and wireless networks

,

USB
and even via parallel ports

The quick answer is

,

" Yes
it

does "

. PCmover offers an extremely
comprehensive migration , moving
ail your programs as well as files and
settings . This includes everything
from desktop backgrounds ,

!cons
and shortcuts

to the likes of

Microsoft Office
, photo-editing

software and games .

There is a caveat
,

however
,

in

that some programs may not be

Cancel

rK

Help

A The transfer wizard is straightforward,
but it doesn' t allow foranycustomisation

of what wili or won' t be moved

lik PCmover

compatible with new Operating
Systems . For example , you' re not
able to use PCmoverto transfer

to a new PC with an older OS .

Furthermore
, programs or files

with digital rights or serial number
protection may need to be
reactivated . Some software such
as anti-virus and anti-spyware
programs won't be moved

,

so

you' II need to reinstall these
separately . Naturally , specific
hardware drivers are left well alone

.

This is because they probably
wouldn' t be applicable to your
new PC anyway.

Customising problem
One problem ,

from our point of

view
,

is that you' re not able to

customise the migration process
to move only some programs ,

but not Chers . This means
thatyou' II need to uninstall any
programs that you don' t want

to be moved before starting
the migration . Apart from
that

, everything works in a

straightforward manner
,

based on
a simple wizard-based interface .

The speed of the overall process
depends solely on how much
data you transfer

,

and the usual

USB
,

wired and wireless network
transfer rates apply.

Planningahead
For those that like to plan ahead
and have everything ready for a

new arrivai
,

there' s
a

neat Advance
Migration facllity. With this

, you can
move your programs , settings and
data to an external storage device

,

most probably an external hard
drive . This way everything' s ready
to go while you' re stil ) waiting for
your new PC to arrive .

Finally ,

if you change your mind
and decide that you'd rather not
have migrated your old PC to your
new one

,

there's an Undo feature
that can be used to reverse the
migration . Instead

of messing
around with program installation
and data copying ,

PCmover is the
ideal tool for anyone making the
change to a new PC .
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